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LISTINGS KIDS

BASIL BRUSH'S

FAMILY FUN SHOW
Underbelly, Bristo Square
31 July-15 August, 1pm
Older audiences on a
nostalgia kick will want to check
out Basil Brush Unleashed in the
early evening, but Basil Brush's
Family Fun Show is the one most
in keeping with the spirit of the
original children's TV favourite.
Expect songs, jokes and plenty of
“boom, booms!".

BICYCLE BOY

Pleasance Dome, outside

16-18 August, 11am, 1pm and 3pm
An “interactive, bike-powered
eco-musical” in which Sam goes

on a trail of discovery into his
grandfather's old bike shed. It's free
but there’s a catch; none of it will
happen unless the audience pedals
enough power.

Assembly George Square 12pm
Gardens 1-25 August (not 12,19)
Circus tomfoolery from Australia
as two brothers are left to tidy their
room but, however hard they try,
just can't get the job done,

COLONEL MUSTARD AND THE
BIG BAD WOLF

Gilded Balloon Teviot

5-7 and 15-18 August, 12pm
Natalie McConnon and Anna
Russell-Martin join Colonel John
McMustard in his attempt to work
out whether the Big Bad Wolf is
really bad or just misunderstood.

Assembly Checkpoint 31 July-26
August (not 8,13),10.30am

Likely to appeal to parents as much
as children, this live rock gig of a

Riverside Theatre Company
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Alice in Waonderland

(Chichester College acting students)
12TH — 17TH August

18:40 (50m)

_ jewellery robbery.

show features mum'’s and dad's
favourites from The Clash. The
Beatles and The Strokes.

DEXTER AND WINTER'S
DETECTIVE AGENCY
Roundabout @ Summerhall
3,4,10,11, 17,18, 24, 25 August,
11.20am

Weekend entertainment by Nathan
Bryon, one of the writers behind
CBeebies hit Rastamouse, it follows
best friends Dexter and Winter who
set about proving Dexter’s mum

is innocent of involvement ina

DON'T MESS WITH THE
DUMMIES

Underbelly, Bristo Square 31 July—
25 August (not 12, 19), 11.20am
All-female circus fun with a jungle
theme.

DOODLE POP

Assembly George Square Studios
31 July-25 August (not 12, 19),
10.50am -

Korean show in which two friends
watch their doodles come to life.
Multimedia trickery means their
underwater adventure is animated
before your eyes.

FEAST OF FOOLS

Scottish Storytelling Centre
1-18 August (not 7, 13, 14), 1.30pm
You'll probably want to eat before
you see Feast of Fools, otherwise
storyteller Daniel Serridge will
make you hungry with his tales of
disgusting banquets, salubrious
suppers and measly meals.

FIRST PIANO ON THE MOON

Summerhall 31 July-18 August (not
12), 11.30am B
Keyboard maestro Will Pickvance
takes Mozart, Chopin and Scott
Joplin into orbit as he prepares

for a lunar concert. But how

will the lack of gravity affect his
performance?

JANE FOSTER: FROM RABBITS
TO RAPTORS

Charlotte Square, 19 Aug, 12.15pm
Jane Foster's colourful books
introduce young readers to the
animal kingdom - alive and extinct.
She draws some favourites and
encourages the audience to get
involved.

GIRL SCOUTS VS ALIENS

Assembly George Square Studios
31 July-26 August (not 13, 20),

in which four teenage campers
discover a flying saucer in the next
field. They have only their camping
equipment and Girl Scout training to
deal with the other-worldly visitors.

HARRY HILL: STAND-UP STAR

Charlotte Square 10 August,
11.45am

Harry is back with the latest
instaiment of silliness; Matt Millz
Stands Up! The dilemma for our
hero is he's been too busy living the
showbiz life to come up with any
fresh material

CHRIS HOY: FLYING FERGUS'S
BIG FINALE

Charlotte Square 13 August, 5pm
The Olympic champion comes to
the Edinburgh International Book
Festival to conclude his Flying
Fergus series about an ordinary boy
and his cycling dreams.

| BELIEVE IN UNICORNS

Pleasance Courtyard 31 July-26
August (not 14,19),10.30am
Wizard theatre company brings to
life Michael Morpurgo's tale of a boy
who becomes a lot more interested
in reading after he meets the
Unicorn Lady.

I'LL TAKE YOU TO MRS COLE!

Pleasance Courtyard

31 July-26 August (not 12), 1.45pm
Based on the book by Nigel Gray
and Michael Foreman, about a boy
whose mother threatens him with
avisit to Mrs Cole whenever he's
naughty. However, when he meets
Mrs Cole, she's not at all what he
expected

ILLUSTRATING HARRY POTTER
WITH JIM KAY

Charlotte Square 24
August,10.30am

The man responsible for the
illustrated editions of JK Rowling's
fantasy about the boy wizard is Jim
Kay. He shares his inspirations and
the challenges of visualising such
magical books.

www.edfestmag.com

Edinburgh Festivals -

Summer 2019

Jul 1 2019



MADE - Mums and Dads in
Edinburgh

Jul 1 2019

#PIANODROME DROP IN
& LUNCHTIME CONCERTS

acoustic music
www.pianodrome.org

Pianodrome at The Pitt (Venue 391)
Aug 1-13, 17-25

Drop-In 11am - 3pm

Concerts 1pm (1 hour)

For ages: everyone

Music is theatre in this gigantic traveling walnut-
mahogany musical hug made entirely from
upcycled pianos. Each day of the Fringe the
Pianodrome presents an all-acoustic lunchtime
concert, featuring beautiful music and movement
from all genres and backgrounds. Anything can
happen.

Entry from 11am - 3pm is free, but donations are
gratefully received to help cover costs.

40

COMETE

COMETE

children’s, music
www.compagniederivation.be

Assembly Checkpoint (Venue 322)
July 31, Aug 1-26 (not 8, 13)
10.30am (50 mins)

For ages: 5+

It's never too soon to break out the Clash, never
too late to submerge in the Beatles. And in
between, float on Air, glide with Hardy and strut
the Strokes! Covers and compositions blend into
a true rock music awakening, a live show for
curious kids and nostalgic parents sure to have
you all singing, dancing, even screaming... from
ages five and up! Comete is a group of pop rock
musicians used to the biggest stages, here to
share with your youngsters their personal rock
galaxy!

www.mademagazine.co.uk



O U N T A I N HOME REVIEWS ~  FEATURES ABOUT v The Fountain

Jul 11 2019

SEARCH

COMPAGNIE DERIVATION: IT'S ALL ABOUT THE
IDEA OF A MUSICAL GALAXY PONATE
> v Keira Brown | 11 July 2 Features, Theatre | 0 ® (est.) monthl y ViSitSZ 2.02K

(est.) covera ge views: 337
Donate with PayPal
domain authority: 30
FOLLOW US
o FACERODK links from co vera ge: 1

o YOUTUBE
10 2
TWITTER
INSTAGRAM

RECENT REVIEWS

f . Review: The Queen’s Hall
40th Anniversary Concert

‘
F I
Review: Armstrong
TF: You are performing at the Edinburgh Fringe this year, how exciting? [ RATING: 75% |

ot It ich fun fo to nd 1 y whole r hin tt nd bei Review: Midsommar
I 4 V ¥ 1 | 1 V 1 [ | DE
Review: The Farm by Joanne

. Ramos
TF: Cométe certainlv sounds intriguing. what is the premise?


https://thefountain.eu/features/2019/07/compagnie-derivation-its-all-about-the-idea-of-a-musical-galaxy/
https://thefountain.eu/features/2019/07/compagnie-derivation-its-all-about-the-idea-of-a-musical-galaxy/

Chord
Progression

t dance = a car

ildren’s entertainn

nce upon a time

audienc cially

st for kids. It
7 dif

nings. Not at

might have an inherit ariness about
They
s something Bex

the Fringe are g

fferings mad

ame, it's very high er

bit cy neo and Juli

eniage audi

1if the ac

nds elements

| media, inding your true sel
gate in tt

own lives today. I

1 wit and endearing hos

cus

ation

5 Einey
stonishing

I

‘an urk
They L sky:

loes take t

jouth

fact thatit’s t

slasgow institution M

stem, while rising singe

Eva Laz vocals
version — et the

“It's funnny to see a three-
year-old child know
exactly at what moment
they have to scream”

Daniel O

18, they're just excited that a

n board.

" Roc
ungle, d
priate lyris

in animal print

) (with age-appro

just proper tunes

sl

s together” Their st

!

ts dancir

ant to avoid

nd spending an hour
n all-ages € touck

1ge their

fest

circula tion:

Fest Magazine

Jul 24 2019

25K



SGOTTISH
FIELD

HOME HOMES & GARDENS FOOD AND DRINK OUTDOORS TRAVEL CULTURE FASHION & BEAUTY LIVING COMPS VIDEOS SUBSCRIBE!
a

SOCIALSCENE FILM&TV  MUSIC BOOKS WHATSON PERFORMING ARTS  VISUAL ARTS  ARTS & ANTIQUES  CULTURE BLOGS

= ALLSECTIONS  (Q SEARCH

Home > Music > A live rock concert for young moshers aged 5+

A LIVE ROCK CONCERT FOR OURLATEST VIDEO
YOUNG MOSHERS AGED 5+ @ Scotland's last m... 0 ~

By Kenny Smith - 26th July 2019 o o @ @

L}

NEWSLETTER

Stay in touch with the latest developments from
Scottish Field and subscribe to our online
updates

Click here to sign up
OUR LATEST ISSUE

Comeéte Compagnie Dérivation (Photo: Vandercam Christophe)

It’s never too soon to break out the Clash, never too late to be
submerged in the Beatles. And in between, float on Air, glide
with Hardy and strut to the Strokes!

Join Belgium'’s Lio, Brice, Dan and Caesar (members of Girls in
Hawaii, Hallo Kosmo and Italian Boyfriend) on bass guitar, lead
guitar, vocals and drums on a true rock awakening for kids aged 5+
and any nostalgic adults.

oy
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Jul 26 2019
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FESTIVAL KIDS |Top Tips

The List Festival Magazine

Jul 31 2019

The pick of the best kids' shows
in week one of the Fringe, in our
handy chronological guide

SPARKLE

Summerhall, 2-25 Aug (not 12, 19),
10.20am, £10 (£6). Previews 31 Jul &
1 Aug, E5. Sparkle, who loves to dress
in tutus, tiaras and sparkly dresses,
finds on his first day of school that not
everyone wants o let him shine - then
Sparkle discovers the magnificence of
being unique.

COMETE

Assembly Checkpoint, 2-26

Aug (not 8, 13), 10.30am, £9-£11
(£8~£10). Previews 31 Jul & 1 Aug,
£7. Covers and compositions blend
into a true rock music awakening, a live
show for curious kids and nostalgic

MICHAEL MORPURGO
Pleasance Courtyard, 3-26 Aug (not

14, 19), 10.30am, £10-£11 (£8-£10).
Previews 31 Jul-2 Aug, £6.50. Young
reading and schoal, but
ired upside down the

With over 12 million YouTube views to his name, spoken word artist Mark Grist knows how to write and deliver
poetry in a fun, meaningful and accessible way. Aimed at ages eight and over, this hour of poetry, rap, comedy and
interactive games doesn't skimp on silliness. Help him claim the throne in the Kingdom of Rhyme. Gilded Balloon
Teviot, 3-18 Aug, 11.30am, £8 (£6.50). Previews 31 Jul-2 Aug, £6.

ady, in this

Seas, 7000 rubber ducks, one
ture. Inspired by a tr
7000 n

ONE DUCK DOWN

Pleasance Courtyard, 3-26 Aug
(not 20), 10.30am, £6-£10 (E7-£9).
Previews 31 Jul-2 Aug, £6. Seven

2 tale that

with music, clowning and puppetry

Toby Mitchell, one half of the duo behind Tall Stories theatre company (The
Gruffalo, Room on the Broom) takes two of the world's best-loved books
and creates a mash-up. Lewis Carroll’'s Alice and Saint-Exupéry’s Little
Prince both visit rose gardens in their respective books - so what might
happen if they turned up in the same garden? Pieasance Courtyard, 3-18 Aug
fnot 9), 1.30pm, £8-£9 (£7-£8). Previews 31 Jul-2 Aug, £6.

92 THE LIST FESTIVAL 31 Jul-7

5 cast adriftin a
m, this show Is jam packed

CAPTAIN FLINN AND THE
PIRATE DINOSAURS: THE
MAGIC CUTLASS

Pleasance Courtyard, 3-19
Aug (not 13), 10.45am, £12-£13
(£10.50-£12). Previews 31
Jul=2 Aug, £7.50. Join Flinn as he
attempis to rescue his kidnapped
friends who en forced lo
hunt for the Magic Cutlass by his
nemesis, the t nical Mr T-Rex

ERTH'S DINOSAUR Z0O
Underbelly Bristo Square, 3-26

Aug (not 12), 11am, £14.50-£20.50

(£13-£19.50). Previews 31 Jul-2
Aug, £12.50-£17.50. Get up close
1al with an array of

reatures, from baby
05 10 the largest carnivores
1 herbivores that have walked

ational and performas

| MONSKI MOUSE'S BABY

CABARET

Assembly George Square
Gardens, 5-15 Aug (not 9-11),
11am, £9. Join Monski Mouse and
friends for a live musical cabaret of
reworked songs,
nd fun for 0-5s and
rers

parents/cz

MR MEN AND LITTLE MISS ON
STAGE

Underbelly George Square, 3-26
Aug (not 12), 11am, £11-£12
(E10-£11). Previews 1 & 2 Aug,
Featuring Mr Bump, Little
Mr Tickle, L
d many more, Happyland

Miss

ul
' puppetry and

life in a series of col

music

THE RUFF GUIDE TO
SHAKESPEARE

Assembly George Square Studios,
7-17 Aug, 11am, £10-£12 (£9-£11).
Expect silly sketches, toe-tapping
songs and dastardly
Thou That celebrate the
world's

SLIME

Pleasance Pop-Up: Central
Library, 3-24 Aug (not 4, 11, 18),
11.15am, E7-£8 (£6-£7). Preview
2 Aug, £6. 1 Caterpillar are
star the only leaf left in the
gard out of reach. Enter the
lergrowth to squish, squelch and

your way through this show for

-5 and their families

DON'T MESS WITH THE
DUMMIES

Underbelly Bristo Square, 3-25
Aug (not 12, 19), 11.20am, £11.50-
£12.50 (£10.50-£11.50). Previews
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Compagnie Derivation presents Comete .....
Belgian indie supergroup present a live rock concert for young moshers aged 5+

BUY YOUR TICKETS @ www.assemblyfestival.com/whats-on

It'S never too soon to So Comete thought up, developed and
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In addition, Comeéte have paid particular
attention to fully réespecting auditory and
visual safety standards. They have
specifically employed a sound engineer who
accompanies them and ensures compliance
with the new standard of 85 decibels
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B - v > ; I waw Compagriederivation bepropcticomete ¢n'
bass, the gectric guitar, the keyboards), to - = = ~ - -
Near, B fanl the noner o sl www.facebook.com/CieDerivation FOR KIDS
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DOING IT FOR THE KIL

I'TS GLOOP, GALAXIES AND GIGGLES
AS ASHLEY DAVIES PICKS HER TOP
TEN CHILDREN'S SHOWS AT FRINGE

1. ERTH'S DINOSAUR ZOO
Australian theatre company Erth
brings its extraordinary dinosaur
puppets to the Fringe for the first
time. Audience members [three and
over recommended] can get up close
to prehistoric
creatures that look
alive. Until August
26 [not 12],
preview today,
two-for-one Aug 5
& 6, Underbelly,
Bristo Square

2. COMETE
This Belgian indie
supergroup are putting on proper live
music gigs for kids over the age of
five. They'll be doing all kinds of
rock’n’roll and indie covers. Until Aug
26 [not 8 & 13], two-for-one Aug 5 & 6,
Assembly Checkpoint

3. VALENTINA’S GALAXY
Inspired by the real-life journeys into
space of two women, Valentina
Tereshkova and Mae Jemison, this
production is perfect for two to six-

ol

year-olds - with live experiments,

rocket launches and stargazing.

Tomorrow to Aug 18 [not 5 & 12], Royal

Botanic Gardens, Fletcher Building [ %
g

4. MOONBIRD [ oY "'0\7

This show, adapted from the gl

book by Joyce Dunbar and Jane

Ray, tells the story of a family

who don’t know how to

communicate. It's entirely BSL-

led and captioned, and was

developed by, and for, deaf

and hearing families (ages

3+). Until August 26 [not 12 &

20), Pleasance Courtyard

5. THE DARK ROOM
(FOR KIDS)

John Robertson’s family-
friendly, award-winning
version of the video
game combines
adventure and comedy
with an escape-room
vibe. Best for over-11s.
Until August 24, preview
today. two-for-one Aug 5
& 6, Gilded Balloon Teviot

circula tion:
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Aug 2 2019

111K



& e MADE (Mums and Dads Edinburgh) ove

L 6 MADE - Mums and Dads in
** Fringe recommendation ** Ed | n bU rg h

Cométe ¢

Aug 4 2019
If you have a mini-mosher, budding-drummer or air-
guitarist in the family, they will love this relaxed rock
gig from Belgium 4-peice, Cométe! The band play a
mix of original songs and covers and encourage
singing, dancing and audience participation. Make
sure to shout ‘encore’ and they'll finish with a
Beatles classic!
QOur boys (9 and 4) really enjoyed it all - the lights,
the smoke machine and especially the music #”

Louise x

Comete

Assembly Checkpoint (Venue 322)
July 31, Aug 1-26 (not 8, 13)
10.30am (50 mins)

For ages: 5+

Compagnie Dérivation



https://www.facebook.com/MADEmag/photos/a.256321587746935/2535846216461116/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/MADEmag/photos/a.256321587746935/2535846216461116/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/MADEmag/photos/a.256321587746935/2535846216461116/?type=3&theater

Log In / Register Visit Ireland Site

pr 2] arl e Advert: www.theatre-fideri-fidera.com
y!lmes -

What's On Term Dates News Competitions Make & Play Offers Contact Us About PT

. . . . " . Keep up to date
Primary Times Children's Choice Awards review of EEEN—_G

comete offers, competitions and so much

more!

First name

Our Primary Times' review:

Last name

Email address

lw.Advert: https://www.conifox.co.uk

TWeetS by @ PrimaryTimesEdi [{]

&F

"g Monski Mouse

for Monski Mouse's Baby Cabaret

@ edfringe !!

mblyFest

@ FamiliesEdinbur - only three chances left to

Our young reviewers say: see us !! Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 11am
12-15 Aug in George Square Spiegeltent
Whoop

@

- ﬁk Caroline Brockbank
Reviewed on 5th August 2019 h

Today is our final 10.15 session at

Back to listings
8 lwiAdvert:

https://www.stuckonyou.uk/

lw.Advert:
https://www.pentewan.co.uk/

LA AGAres lhitec Mhananss men Ao il d

Primary Times

Aug 5 2019

(est.) monthl y visits: 46 . 6K

(est.) covera ge views: 1 45K

domain authority: 47


https://www.primarytimes.co.uk/edinburgh/page-c-edinburgh-fringe-childrens-shows/primary-times-childrens-choice-awards-review-of-comete
https://www.primarytimes.co.uk/edinburgh/page-c-edinburgh-fringe-childrens-shows/primary-times-childrens-choice-awards-review-of-comete

Edinburgh Festivals for Kids

Aug 6 2019

edinburghfestivalsforkids O Sea

making fe

3l fun a little easier

(est.) monthl y visits: 92

. i Data not
(est.) covera ge views: )
available

-

., . : domain authority: 19
: ’,J”  — '

s and happenings Reviews 2019

links from co verage: 1

Comete

Comete
Assembly

If you're looking for an energetic start to your morning — then this is the show for you ! An
early moming rock gig, where the kids can dance their socks off and half the adults

seemed to be nursing a coffee...

Comete has energy, enthusiasm and loud music in abundance. For me it lacked enough
covers for the children (or myselfl) to really get involved and sing along — but the extremely
talented musicians on stage did their best — teaching us lyrics and encouraging clapping,
dancing and jumping along whilst they entertained us. For any budding musicians out
there, this production is all the inspiration they need |
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Comeéte eee

David Pollock 9 August 2019
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Perfect introduction to gig-going for kids

It's never too early to expose your child to their first live music experience; and in the case of the
Belgian Compagnie Dérivation's in-house band Comete (which simply means ‘comet’), it really is an
early time. Half past ten in the morning might seem unnaturally early for parents to be dancing
around to a rock group in a music venue, but it's probably the point in the day when children have

tha mnet anarav tn hiirn Aff

H |
E

The List
Aug 9 2019

Add an event

What'son Film Food & drink Offers Edinburgh Festival

(est.) monthl y visits:

(est.) covera ge views:

domain authority:

links from co verage:

SIMILAR ARTICLES

Camino de Sangjaru eee
with a

nal Kore

INTERBEING — Stories from a Current
War eee L
sical the:
sharply to

Guneses
Justice and laught

Shiomo and Hobbit: "'The quickest way
to teach beatboxing is to make a sound
and get people to imitate it' (8

set the beat

George Egﬂ Movable Feast seee
Nhipping up three dishes and a bunch of
ags

Rob Auton: The Time Show eee

Aug 2019,

125K

404

77


https://edinburghfestival.list.co.uk/article/110434-comete/
https://edinburghfestival.list.co.uk/article/110434-comete/

Opinion Sport Culture Lifestyle More ~

The Guardian

Aug 12 2019

(est.) monthl y visits: 272 M

(est.) covera ge views: 201 K
domain authority: 95

links from co verage: 58

Edinburgh festival 2019:
£ = the shows we recommend

Post Popular Pho ph
Macleod/The Guardian 2K 440
Plan your schedule with our roundup of top
shows, ordered by start time. This page will
be updated daily throughout the festival
by Brian Logan, Alex Need] Catherine
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Morning shows

Bout

).20am, until 25 August

An exploration of brotherhood through the motif of boxing, Chang Dance
Theatre’s show is performed - literally toe-to-toe at times - by three siblings
and has the same grace and depth as last year’s Bon 4 Bon. They spiral
between stances as their handstands and other childhood poses become
more literal boxing bouts, with one of them taking the role of referee: familiar
to any sibling who has ever played peacekeeper. At its best, Bout floats like a
butterfly and stings like a bee. CW

Read ther

3 ) 1t, 10.30am, until 26 At t
At the fringe with kids? Even without them, this could be the feelgood hit of
your summer - a joyous gig for over-fives from a Belgian indie band who

prove there’s more to children’s concerts than the Wigeles. Adults can sit
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The List - Edinburgh
Festival Guide 2019/ 16 -
25 August

I'LL TAKE YOU TO MRS COLE!

Imaginative tale of two-tone music and single parenting
L 1

Ashley's fed-up tidying the house, she wants to play her new
records and dance instead. Even better, she wants to dress up
as Princess Leia and act out her favourite Star Wars fantasy.
But mum's on her case again, looking for help to keep the
house spick and span.

Meanwhile, up the road, Mrs Cole lives in a jumbled mess of
a house - and if Ashley’s not good, mum will send her there
as a punishment. Based on Nigel Gray and Michael Foreman's
picture book, but re-i ined by lai theatre
Complicité and Polka, I'll Take You to Mrs Cole! is a visual and
musical delight for the ears and eyes.

Set in Coventry in 1981, the home of two-tone music and an era
of racial tension on the streets, the show blends Gray's original
story with historical references. So while Ashley is the focus,
the world she's growing up in is woven throughout her story and
songs (much of which will be lost on the children watching, but
it's fuel for conversations with their grown-ups later).

As you would expect from Complicité, the theatre space is as
much a part of the show as the actors. Images of what'’s going
on inside Ashley's head are interspersed with archive footage,
and projected onto everything from the wall to the fridge, while
each challenge Ashley faces is met with a two-tone tune that
has the audience bopping in their seats.

At its core, however, this is a show about acceptance, which
is played out beautifully. Ashley’s house is run on tidiness
and discipline, Mrs Coles’ is organised chaos - neither one is
better than the other, they're just different approaches to life.
(Kelly Apter)

W Pleasance Courtyard, until 26 Aug, 1.45pm, £11-£12
(E10-£11).
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ONE DUCK DOWN ! CDME_TE 3 . MUSTARD DOESN’'T GO WITH GIRLS
Engaging tale highlights the perils of plastic Perfect introduction to gig-going for kids 8eeee Young girl s the world to rights in this lively
[ 11 D musical

It's never too early to expose your child to their first

He's painted a lighthouse without using ladders, live music experience; and in the case of the Belgian There's a strong message about genc onformity
taught the local seagulls to sing the national Compagnie Dérivation’s in-house band Comeéte, it and challenging the status quo in this new show
anthem, and now Billy has just one task left to prove really is an early time, Half past ten in the morning from Bric a Brac theatre. It's also not short on witty
his love for the demanding girl he loves. might seem unnaturally early for parents to be characters or passionate performances. But the

It's his biggest quest yet - to reclaim 7000 yellow: dancing around to a rock group in a music venue, but storytelling and language are tell-tale signs that this is
rubber ducks from the oceans and seas of the it's probably the point in the day when children have the company’s first show for children

world and bring them home. Along the way he the most energy ta burn off, Tales within tales always come with an extra layer

meets two birds with their necks stuck in a bottle
top, an Arctic polar bear wha's run out of ice to
stand on, and a family of crabs clinging to a pile of
rubbish as f it's home.

The story in One Duck Down may be fiction,
but the event it's based on s true ~ thousands of
plastic ducks really did fall off the back of a tanker.
And, of course, our oceans really are filed with
plastic, and marine and birdlife die each day as a
result,

So hats off to Faceplant Theatre for finding a
colourful and engaging way to deliver this message
to a young audience, without ever labouring the
point. Which goes some way to making up for the
fact that almost all the witty wordplay is for the
adults, not the children. (Kelly Apter)

W Pieasance Courtyard, until 26 Aug [not 20),
10.30am, £8-£10 (£7-£9).

70 THE LIST FESTIVAL 14-26 Aug 2019

Consisting of a quartet of musicians aranged in the
traditional guitars-bass-drums format, Comeéte takes
its members from a variety of Brussels indie groups,
Their show is conventional by normal rock standards,
but for kids, it's the perfect introduction to the basics
of concert-going. The sound is at normal gig level, if
not abrasively loud, and the music includes a number
of covers alongside the group’s own material.

They play songs fit for different styles of dancing,
including Hot Chip's *Over and Over' and the Clash's
‘Should | Stay or Should | Go', as well as more eclectic
bursts of Francois Hardy and Trio's ‘Da Da Da', the
latter on ‘the world's smallest synthesiser'.

By the end, most of the audience, young and ald,
have forgotten the time and are out of their seats and
dancing in the aisles, (David Pollock)

W Assembly Checkpoint, until 26 Aug, 10.30am, £9-
£11 (€8 £10),

of complexity, and the performers do their best to
delineate the two worlds. First, we meet a crocodile
librarian on her last day at work (she's been asked to
leave as she's 100 scary ~ though in truth she's utterly
loveable), trying to work out which section of the
library to place her only un-read book.

Then off we go, inside the world of the book, where
another crocodile (only this one's mean) is ruling the
town of Bow-on-Tie with an iron fist Bays aren't
allowed to bake or darice, girls can't do science or
think about anything too complicated. That is unti
young Abigal discovers the croc's dark secret and
sets about putting things right.

What it lacks in clarity, the show makes up for with
enthusiasm, leading to a fun way to spend an hour
(Kelly Apter)

B Pleasance Courtyard, until 23 Au 11
£10-£71 (£8-£0) T
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CHILDREN’S SHOWS

Comeéte

Assembly Checkpoint (Venue
322)

SO0

It's never tooearly for music-
loving parents to get their
kids in the gig-going habit,
asdemonstrated by Belgian
indie band Comete, who

are rocking child-friendly
early morningsat Assembly
Checkpointthroughoutthe
Fringe.

If there is a more joyful way
tostartyour Fringe day, I
haveyettoencounter it.

The premise is simple:
this most likeable four-
piece band play aregular
setofvaried covers drawn
from the rock, pop and
indie canon for an audience
of children and their
accompanying adults.

Thereis notalking down to
the children, no specifically
pitched kids’ tunes and no
proscription of behaviour,
as the assumption is that
children and parents know
how to have fun and express
themselvesto arocking tune
—in fact, a brother and sister
who clearly knew the score
were bopping in front of the
stage from the moment the
group fired off their take on
The Beatles’ | Want to Hold
Your Hand.

Thisis the first of many
astutely chosen melodic
standards, all played ata
decentbutnot punishing
volume —noneed for baby ear
defenders here.

Hot Chip’s Over and
Overmakes for irresistible
dancefloor fodder, thereis
happy anarchy in the toddler
moshpitduring The Clash’s
Should I'Stay Or Should I
Goand ridiculously catchy
Europop selections from
Stereo Total’'s Musique
Automatique to Trio’s Da Da
Da.

Age guidance suggests the
show is mostsuitable for
the over-5s but, in reality,
younger siblings are justas
engaged in the important
business of pogoing, twisting,
clapping, swaying and
waving those phone lights
along.

Bouncing babies on their
parents’ shoulders join
thejoyful throngon the
dancefloor.

The funis over far too soon
but Comeéte are called back
for that time-honoured
encoreand we are treated
to arendition of Serge
Gainsbourg’s Eurovision
classic Poupée de cire,
Poupéedesonwhich, like the
restof the show, was sheer
delight.

FIONA SHEPHERD
Until 26 August
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Kids Review: Comete

Ex-drummer Lisa Elvin, age 10, rocks out at Cométe

FEATURE (EDINBURGH) | READ IN ABOUT 2 MINUTES ®

Photo by Manou Milon

By Lisa Elvin

What happens in the show?

It's a band of four people, two girls and two boys and they play
some French, German and English language songs.

Describe the show in five words.
Fun for all and any.

Who was your favourite character and why?
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Comete

Lisa Elv

What happens in the show?

It's a band of four people, two girls and two
boys and they play some French, German
and English language songs.

Describe the show in five words.
Fun for all and any.

Who was your favourite character and
why?

| liked Katrina who played the drums
because | used to play the snare drum.

Were there any characters you didn't
like?

No, | liked all of them.

What did you like most about the
show?

That one of my favourite songs was in it.
Gorillaz 'I'm Happy'.

What didn't you like about the show?
That you had to get up and dance.

If there were songs and music in the
show, what did you think?

| thought it was nice because the songs
were well known so a lot of people could

singalong.

What did your grown up think of the
show?

My mum thought it was good. She said she
knew all the songs.

Would you tell your friends to come and
see the show?

Yes but not at 10:30 in the morning. |
definitely got woken up.
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THERFE’S STILL TIME TO CATCH
THESE FAB FRINGE SHOWS ]

LAST CHANCE..
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Sanjeev Kohli and Donald McLeary
bring their popular Radio 4 sitcom to
life on stage, with long-time castmates
Omar Raza and Susheel Kumar, for a
popular shop-set comedy which has
been winning over fans in huge
numbers. On today and tomorrow at
Underbelly George Square, 4.40pm.

JEKYLL&HYDE

This fun show brings the RLS legend
to life with a comic adaptation which
blends the classic dark half storyline
with physical comedy and pop tunes
for a bright and breezy new show.
George Square Gardens, Piccolo,

3pm, today and tomorrow. (N
COMETE
Getyour kids into indie and !
rock music with this pop show
designed to give youngsters a
glimpse of the joy of live music,

84

as a band belt out hit after hit.
Assembly Checkpoint, Bristo
Place, 10.30am, today and
tomorrow.

|
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